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carried an amendment which was in effect a com-
plete substitute, but it was not taken up for consid-
eration until after the presidential election, and it
was meant simply as a Republican alternative to
the Mills Bill for campaign use. Consideration of
the bill began on the 5th of December and lasted
until the 22nd of January when the bill was re-
turned to the House transformed into a new meas-
ure. It was referred to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, and Chairman Mills reported it back with a
resolution setting forth that "the substitution by
the Senate under the form of an amendment . . .
of another and different bill," is in conflict with the
section of the Constitution which "vests in the
House of Representatives the sole power to origin-
ate such a measure." The House refused to con-
sider the resolution, a number of Democrats led by
Mr. Randall voting with the Republicans in the
negative. No further action was taken on the bill
and since that day the House has never ventured to
question the right of the Senate to amend tax bills
in any way and to any extent. As Senator Cullom
remarks in his memoirs, the Democrats, although
they had long held the House and had also gained
the Presidency, "were just as powerless to enact
legislation as they had been before,"